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Minutes of a meeting of the Skerne and Wansford Parish Council which took place on Wednesday 12 November in Wansford Village Hall at 7.30pm.


1 Present: 
Cllr Jill Pick (in the chair), Cllr Tracey Knaggs, Cllr Julia Priestley, Cllr Neil Robson, Cllr Soshana McKnight-Hill. Clerk, Mrs Sue Tait

2 Apologies: 
Cllr Beverley McLoughlin, Cllr Paul Anderson

3 Membership:  
i. Noted: we have one councillor vacancy which has been approved for co-option. No applications received to date. Clerk to continue to advertise the role.

4 Public session: the ex-clerk explained the most recent data from the speed indicator devices (see 9iv below) and handed the speed indicator tablet and other items to the current clerk.

5 Declarations of interest: Cllr Pick in relation to St Mary’s grant application 

6 [bookmark: _Hlk214029433]To confirm the minutes of the meeting on 16 September 2025 as a true and correct record: proposed Cllr Priestley, seconded Cllr Knaggs

7 To dispose of any business remaining from the previous meeting and, if necessary, decide on a course of action: 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk208242175]Website is now live. Some profiles and pictures are outstanding. Clerk to remind specific councillors
ii. To note new benches have been delivered. Clerk to contact Ian Lamble regarding installation. As previously agreed, the parish council will reimburse materials. Proposed Cllr McKnight Hill, seconded Cllr Robson.
iii. To note the clerk has applied to Streetscene for a replacement litter bin at Skerne bus stop. To be followed up in December
[bookmark: _Hlk198231444]
8 Replacement bus shelter funding, Skerne –we have received confirmation that we were successful in the funding application and the new bus shelter needs to be installed by the end of February 2026. Proposed to accept funding offer. Proposed Cllr Priestley, seconded Cllr Knaggs. Clerk to return acceptance documents to ERYC and liaise with successful supplier 

9 Speeding:
i. Wheelie bin speed awareness signs – clerk to put a link to website on social medial and PC website to allow villagers to buy their own should they wish
ii. Still awaiting funding back from Police and Crime Commissioner re SIDS (speed indicator devices) – clerk to follow up in December if not received
iii. SIDS location: these should have been moved again by now – highways confirmed these will be moved week commencing 17 November 
iv. Data from current position shows no real speeding in Skerne presently, with very few being over the limit when entering. However, exit speeds were reduced overall


[bookmark: _Hlk214270553]446 						
10 Finance:
i. Noted: the bank balances of £12882.02 in the Lloyds current account and £10,513.54 in the 32-day notice savings account as at 3 November 2025.  Also, to note bank service charges of £8.50 for September/October 2025. Cllr McKnight-Hill approved ledger matched bank statements
ii. Initial budget prepared for precept 2026/2027 – despite budgeted spend due to increase in 26/27 year compared to current year, it was resolved to propose a precept of £3500 for 2026/27, which is a reduction on the £4500 of 2025/26. This is due to amount of bank balance forecasted to carry forward at the end of year. Although only a small reduction per household the council were keen to deliver this saving as other elements of council tax would increase. Proposed Cllr Priestley, seconded Cllr McKnight-Hill.
iii. Clerk’s contract approved as previous clerk did not have a contract in place. Discussions around a retention clause were held but the council did not wish to include this. Proposed Cllr Pick, seconded Cllr Robson.
iv. Clerk’s salary approved – will be paid at end December for hours inc July – December, as there is no meeting until January. Salary will be redacted on public notices. Proposed Cllr McKnight-Hill, seconded Cllr Knaggs.
v. Ratified: payment of £1398 plus VAT made to Kedel regarding benches 
vi. Ratified: payment of £240 made to Blue Fish Web Solutions re website 
vii. Asset register discussed – 
· Resolved: to gift the old laptop and printer to former clerk, Maria Cawthorne, in thanks for her service to the parish council. Proposed Cllr Knaggs, seconded Cllr McKnight-Hill.
· Resolved: to sell projector. Proposed Cllr McKnight-Hill, seconded Cllr Priestley.
· Resolved: to dispose of the pumps. Proposed Cllr Robson, seconded Cllr McKnight-Hill.
viii. Council laptop is not compatible with Windows 11. Resolved to purchase new laptop with a maximum price of £500. Clerk to use her own printer but claim consumables on presentation of receipts. Proposed Cllr McKnight-Hill, seconded Cllr Pick

11 Correspondence:
i. Driffield Road pedestrian crossing proposed move – circulated 
ii. Police & Crime Newsletter – noted and add to website 
iii. Town & Parish Councillors Newsletter – noted and add to website 
iv. ERNLCCA Newsletter – noted 
v. Eden Project Big Lunch 2026 – noted
vi. Town & Parish Councils’ domestic abuse slides – noted
vii. Humberside Police – Little Book of Scams – noted and add to website
viii. Neighbourhood Watch – noted and add to website, drawing attention to safety grant

12 Administration and training:
i. Noted: training for new clerks; booked 19 and 26 November, free
ii. Noted training for chair and vice chair; completed 18 and 25 September, free
iii. Noted: induction for new councillors; ongoing 6, 13 and 20 November, free
iv. Clerks’ introduction to VAT completed 11 November, free 
v. Approved: attendance at clerks’ introduction to parish council finance in November at a cost of £35 - includes additional and free budgeting and AGAR training course at later date. Proposed Cllr McKnight-Hill, seconded Cllr Priestley.
vi. Approved: the clerk studying for Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) level three training which costs £750 including qualification; starts in February 2026. NB training/study/examination hours will not be not charged to parish council Proposed Cllr Robson, seconded Cllr McKnight-Hill.
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13 Planning:  
i.	25/ 02218/PLF. Change of use from agricultural to equestrian use with construction of horse menage with associated fencing at Thornset, Driffield Road, Skerne. Applicant Mr Roberts. Noted this was approved with conditions


14 SWPC Grant Scheme:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk213084930]Nafferton Recreation Club – £500 granted Proposed Cllr McKnight-Hill, seconded Cllr Robson.
ii. Wansford Village Hall - £300 granted Proposed Cllr Robson, seconded Cllr Knaggs.
iii. St Mary’s Church - £500 granted Proposed Cllr Knaggs, seconded Cllr Priestley.
iv. St Leonard’s Church – £350 granted on the proviso it is not used for upkeep of gravestones. Proposed Cllr Pick, seconded Cllr Robson.
v. Ramblers – no form received as yet

15 Christmas Events:  
i.	Wansford Christmas tree to be donated by Rafters and sited at Wansford Village Hall.
ii.	Skerne Christmas tree – resolved to buy at cost from Rafters. Proposed Cllr Knaggs, seconded Cllr Priestley.
vi. Community event, date changed to Tuesday 9 December – clerk to publicise on social media and print posters for notice boards and Trout Inn
vii. Parish council dinner – confirmed 6 February at the Trout Inn

16 Harmony Fund:
viii. Clerk to follow up with Harmony re application of the fund for street furniture for flowers. 
ix. Clerk to follow up with Warrendale Farms re potential land acquisition

17 Defibrillator Training: booked at village hall on evening of 23 January 2026. Those interested in attending to contact Cllr Priestley via email on julia.priestley@skerneandwansfordpc.co.uk

18 Items for next agenda: 
i. Village signs - alternative quotes to be sought for review at January meeting. Clerk to approach Streetscene re authorisation
19 Dates of next meetings:  
			
			Wed 14 Jan 2026
Wed 11 March 2026
			Wed 13 May 2026
Wed 8 July 2026
Wed 9 September 2026
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